
Sunday, July 5th, 2026 
Summer Worship Series – Rest & Renewal 

 
Prelude       
 
Welcome and Announcements           
 
Call to Worship                                                              
We, too, are invited into a sacred rest. 
Rest is not a reward, but a gift. 
We come to receive that gift, to pause and be restored. 
Let us rest in the One who created us. 
We come to rest, to reflect, and to renew. Here and now is the season of rest. 
 
*Hymn                                             “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                          NCH#28 
Contributors: Words Stanza 1-3 Folliot S Pierpoint, © Public Domain. Words stanza 4 © 1993 Medical Mission Sisters. BWUCC given permission by 
Miriam Therese Winter to use for congregational worship. Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1838, adapt. William H Monk, 1861 © Public Domain. All rights 
reserved.  

 
Prayer for Illumination                 
Creator God, you modeled for us a sacred rhythm of work and rest. Teach us to follow 
your example, to pause in the busyness and find deep rest for our mind, body, and soul. 
Amen. 
 
Communion Hymn                “Eat This Bread”       NCH#788 
Tune: Jacques Berthier, © 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent Text: John 6; adapt. by Robert J. Batastini, © 1984, Les Presses de 
Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Reprinted/Streamed with permission under One License #739919-A. All rights reserved 

 
Service of Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Table 
May the Spirit of love be with you 
And may the love of Christ be with you 
Open wide your cautious hearts. 
May the hope of our Creator pour peace in our souls. 
Let us give thanks to the one who created this time and space 
From our joy we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Sharing the Elements (We will share the GF bread and juice together) 
 
Scripture                         Genesis 2:1-3                                                 
                                            
*Hymn                                   “Spirit of the Living God”                                                     NCH#283 
Contributors: Daniel Iverson, 1926. © 1935; Words and Music renewed © 1963 Birdwing Music (A div. of the Sparrow Corp.). Used by permission. 
 
Sermon                                      God Rested: Rest Is Sacred                        Rev. Abby Gackenheimer 
 
Music of Reflection 
 
Joys and Concerns 



Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Call to Offering    
Offertory  

*Doxology     Pilgrim Hymnal #515     *[alternative words] 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him [God], all creatures here below 
Praise Him [God] above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father [Creator], Son [Christ], and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
God, we offer you these gifts, and pray that you would take this offering and turn it into 
ministry. Use these gifts to transform the world we live in to better reflect the home you 
have envisioned for us—a home of peace, a home built on the foundation of love. 
Gratefully we pray, amen.   
 
*Hymn                          “How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies”                                       NCH#594 
Contributors: Words adaptions © 1993 Medical Mission Sisters. BWUCC given permission by Miriam Therese Winter to use for congregational worship.  

 
Benediction 
  
Postlude       
 
 
Liturgy: Season of Rest; Breakthroughseries.org; Preachersrrestworkplay.com 
Communion Service liturgy: © Rev. Michelle L. Torigian 2022. Permission to use liturgy with attribution. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 


