
Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols  

December 24 th , 2024  

 

Prelude  ñSwiss No±l, with Variationsò by Louis Claude Daquin    Larry Deming  

 

Welcome                   Rev. Abby Gackenheimer  

 

Call to Worship  Adapted from Luke 2:1 -14 

In those days, 

in the beginning,  

Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem. 

He was to be registered, 

and she was expecting a child. 

The time came for Mary to give birth,  

so, she delivered her child, 

wrapped him in bands of cloth  

and laid him in a manger.  

And the angels sang,  

ñGlory to God in the highest heaven,  

and on earth, peace to all whom God favors.ò 

Let us worship our with -us God. 

Let us sing songs of praise!  

 

*Carol              ñO Come, All Ye Faithfulò                          Pilgrim Hymnal  #132  

    

Lighting of the Advent and Christma s Candles       The Gackenheimer Family        

 

Prayer for Illumination                                    Rev. Abby Gackenheimer  

Loving God, we have heard this story beforeð the story of a star in the sky and a baby 

who was laid in a manger. We have heard this story beforeð passed down in hopeful 

whispers through the generations. So, this night, as we lean our hearts and our ears 

closer to you, we ask that you would make room in our souls to hear this story again. 

Make room in us for awe. Make room in us for wonder.  Make room for heartache and 

compassion. Make room in our hearts for you.  Pull us into the narrative,  that we might 

hear the truths in this ancient Word  as if it were the first time.  For we know that you are 

still speaking. So, speak to us again this night. We are listening. We are already making 

room. Amen. 

 

Christmas Affirmation  

We believe that on a night like this one,  

a baby was born and placed in a manger.  



We believe that baby was Godôs love in the flesh, 

who grew up to love the outcast and change the world.  

We  believe that Jesusô love was so big and so personal 

that the world will never be the same.  

So despite the mystery of this holy night,  

we believe that a star shone,  

that the shepherds ran,  

that the angels sang,  

and that love was born.  

Yes , we believe it wh en the prophets say  

that unto you,  

unto us , a savior is born.  

Glory to God in the highest heaven!  

We believe.   

 

1st Lesson - The Prophecy:      Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                 Bill Harvey           

 

* Carol              ñIt Came Upon the Midnight Clearò              Pilgrim Hymnal  #129  

 

2nd Lesson - The story of Mary:           Luke 1:26-35                          Heather Detrick  

         

Carol       ñO Little town of Bethlehemò                           Pilgrim Hymnal  #134  

  

3rd Lesson - The Story of Joseph:      Matthew 1:18-23                            Alan Smith   

 

*Carol      ñJoy to the World!ò                                 Pilgrim Hymnal  #130  

   

4 th  Lesson - The Story of a Birth:         Luke 2:1-7                                 Candy Smith  

 

Carol                  ñWhat Child Is This?ò                                          Pilgrim Hymnal  #140  

   

5th  Lesson - The Story of the Shepherds:   Luke 2:8-20                           Chris Smith  

 

* Carol      ñAngels We Have Heard on Highò                 Pilgrim Hymnal #116  

 

6 th  Lesson - The Story of the Magi:   Matthew 2:1-2, 7-11               Ted Anson  

 

Carol       ñAngels, From the Realms of Glory ò         Pilgrim Hymnal  #117 

   

 

 



Christmas Offering and Blessing                            Rev. Abby Gackenheimer  

Donations can also be made online at bwucc.org - QR Code in bulletin. Thank you for 

your support of the mission and ministry of Bridgewater Congregational!  

 

7th  Lesson - The story of Home:   John 1:1-5     

                 Rev. Abby & Keadyn Gackenheimer  

Sharing the Light  

Please gather your warm clothes and candles. We will sing ñSilent Nightò outside the 

doors of the church, in the round . If stairs are difficult to maneuver, please stand/or 

set in the area of the open doors so you can be a part of this sacred time. 

 

Carol            ñSilent Nightò   (words in bulletin)       Pilgrim Hymnal  #138  

 

*Benediction                   

 

Postlude                                       Larry Deming  

 

*Please stand in Body or Spirit.  

 
Liturgy:  Words for the Beginning : Written by: Rev. Sarah Speed; Prayer for Illumination and Affirmation of Faith.  
Bulletin pictures: Abolition Baby by Nicolette  Peñaranda, Inspired by Luke 2:1-20m Isaiah 9:6; Words for the Beginning | A 

Sanctified Art, LLC. Used with permission.  

All music Public Domain  

 

For donations: Thank you for your generosity !  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this service!  

A special thank you toé 

 

Our Board of Deacons: Alan Smith ï Head Deacon, Jane Bernstein, Heather Detrick, 

Sharon Harvey, Jean Jusko, Carol Hacker, Chris Smith, Jeanne Paparazzo, Cheryl 

Nelson, 

 

Our Technology Ministry Team: John Kivela, Dan Storrs, Alan Smith, Jim Crosskey, 

Heather Detrick, Dick Jones 

 

Our Music Ministry Team:  

Maggi Heilweil, Choir Director  

Members of the Choir 

Larry Demming, Organ  

Chris Smith, Piano 

 

Rev. Abby Gackenheimer, Minister  

Ashli Feather, Office Administrator  

Corey Price and Amy Blackman, Caretakers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 


