Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols
December 24 th 2024

Prelude A Swi ss Nozxl , wi tlHbylLodiaClaudetDagaim s arry Deming
Welcome Rev. Abby Gackenheimer

Call to Worship Adapted from Luke 2:1-14
In those days,

in the beginning,

Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem.

He was to be registered,

and she was expecting a child.

The time came for Mary to give birth,

so, she delivered her child,

wrapped him in bands of cloth

and laid him in a manger.

And the angels sang,

AGl ory t othe®Gighest heawven,

and on earth, peace to all whom God favors. o
Let us worship our with -us God.

Let us sing songs of praise!

*Carol AO Come, Al Il Ye Fai tRildrion Hyannal #132
Lighting of the Advent and Christma s Candles The Gackenheimer Family
Prayer for lllumination Rev. Abby Gackenheimer

Loving God, we have heard this story befored the story of a star in the sky and a baby
who was laid in a manger. We have heard this story befored passed down in hopeful
whispers through the generations. So, this night, as we lean our hearts and our ears
closer to you, we ask that you would make room in our souls to hear this story again.
Make room in us for awe. Make room in us for wonder. Make room for heartache and
compassion. Make room in our hearts for you. Pull us into the narrative, that we might
hear the truths in this ancient Word as if it were the first time. For we know that you are
still speaking. So, speak to us again this night. We are listening. We are already making
room. Amen.

Christmas Affirmation
We believe that on a night like this one,
a baby was born and placed in a manger.



We believe that baby was Goddés | ove in the
who grew up to love the outcast and change the world.

Webelieve that Jesusd | ove was so big and
that the world will never be the same.

So despite the mystery of this holy night,

we believe that a star shone,

that the shepherds ran,

that the angels sang,

and that love was born.

Yes, we believe it wh  en the prophets say

that unto you,

unto us, a savior is born.

Glory to God in the highest heaven!

We believe.

1st Lesson - The Prophecy: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Bill Harvey

* Carol Al't Came Upon t he Mi dnPigrimtHyndadl e#a20 o
2nd Lesson - The story of Mary: Luke 1:26-35 Heather Detrick

Carol AO Little town of Bet hPigriméymmal #134
3rd Lesson - The Story of Joseph: Matthew 1:18-23 Alan Smith
*Carol AJoy to the Worl d!o Pilgrim Hymnal #130
4t Lesson - The Story of a Birth: Luke 2:1-7 Candy Smith
Carol AWhat Child Is This?0o PilgrimHymnal #140

5th Lesson - The Story of the Shepherds: Luke 2:8-20 Chris Smith

* Carol AAngel s We Htaaw d on Hi gPilgdm Hymnal #116

6t Lesson - The Story of the Magi: Matthew 2:1-2, 7-11 Ted Anson
Carol AnAngel s, From t he Real RlgimdHymn&|#il7y o0
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Christmas Offering and Blessing Rev. Abby Gackenheimer
Donations can also be made online at bwucc.org - QR Code in bulletin. Thank you for
your support of the mission and ministry of Bridgewater Congregational!

7th Lesson - The story of Home: John 1:1-5
Rev. Abby & Keadyn Gackenheimer
Sharing the Light
Pl ease gather your warm clothes and candl es.
doors of the church, in the round . If stairs are difficult to maneuver, please stand/or
set in the area of the open doors so you can be a part of thissacred time.

Carol ASi | ent [wvordshntboalletin) Pilgrim Hymnal #138
*Benediction
Postlude Larry Deming

*Please stand in Body or Spirit.

Liturgy: Words for the Beginning: Written by: Rev. Sarah Speed; Prayer for lllumination and Affirmation of Faith.

Bulletin pictures: Abolition Baby by Nicolette Pefiaranda, Inspired by Luke 2:1-20m Isaiah 9:6; Words for the Beginning | A
Sanctified Art, LLC. Used with permission.

All music Public Domain

For donations: Thank you for your generosity !




Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this service!
A special thank you toé

Our Board of Deacons: Alan Smithi Head Deacon, Jane Bernstein, Heather Detrick,
Sharon Harvey, Jean Jusko,Carol Hacker, Chris Smith, Jeanne Paparazzg Cheryl
Nelson,

Our Technology Ministry Team: John Kivela, Dan Storrs, Alan Smith, Jim Crosskey,
Heather Detrick, Dick Jones

Our Music Ministry Team:
Maggi Heilweil, Choir Director
Members of the Choir
Larry Demming, Organ
Chris Smith, Piano

Rev. Abby Gackenheimer,Minister
Ashli Feather, Office Administrator
Corey Price and Amy Blackman, Caretakers
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O Come, All Ye Faithful

Latin: Joéhn F. Waode, 17111785
T7. Frederick Qakeley, 1802-1880, and others

ADESTE FIDELES Irregular
John F. Wade's “Canius Diversi,” 1751
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10 come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and trl - um- phant, O
2 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing In  ex - ul - ta - tion,
3 Child, for wus sin - ners poor and 1n the man - ger,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap- py morn-ing,
S |‘J . 2 1L -I
y-4a 1 i 1
g — — :
0.4
¥ I ] I
W AW 1 { 1 Y
 an) . | & [
t\J’V - - 2 = e 5 =
T i ~— P
come ye, 0 come ve to Beth - le - hem:
Sing, all ye cit -1 - zens of heaven a - bove!
We would em - brace thee, with love and awe;
Je - sus, to thee be all glo - ry given;
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Come and be - hold him, born the King of an - gels;
Glo - 1y to God, all glo - ry in the high - est;
Who would not love thee, lov -ing us &0 dear - ‘iy?
Word of the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - Ing;
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O come,let us a-dore him, O come,let us a - dore him,
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O  come,let us a - dore him, Christ, the Lord! A-men.
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It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 129
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Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876, alt. CAROL CM.D.
Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear,That glo-rious song of old,
2 Still throughthe clo - ven skies they come,With peace-ful wingsun - furled,
3 And ye, be - neath life’s crush-ing load Whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo, the days are hasten-ing on, By  proph-et bards fore-told,

i e T e e — : ﬁ
2 Bete—p—p— o1 b—h——b e —
y 1V Yy ol | % 4
Q.% _J N ™ K T 1N ] i 1N t !,—\!
P ) ! Y T i — 3 | i} X v
‘ == =22

From an - gels bend-ing near theearth To touch their harps of gold;

And still their heaven-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world;
Who toil a - long the climb-ing way, With pain - ful steps and slow,
Whenwith the ev - er - cir-clingyears Comesroundthe age of  gold;
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“Peace on the earth,good will to men, Fromheaven’sall gra-cious King.”
A - bove its sad and low - ly plains They bend on hover-ing wing,
Look now, for glad and gold - en hours Come swift-ly on the wing;
When peaceshall o - ver all the earth Its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in  sol-emn still-nesslay To hear the an-gels sing.
And ev - er o’er its Ba - belsounds Thebless-ed an- gels sing.
O rest be - side the wea-ry road, Andhear the an- gels sing!
And the wholeworldsend back the song Whichnowthe an - gels sing. A men,
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