
Sunday, August 31st, 2025 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Prelude       
 
Welcome and Announcements                      
                   

Call to Worship  (Inspired by Psalm 81 and 112) 

Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to God. 

Happy are those who revere the Holy One.  

Generation to generation delight in God’s blessings. 

Sing aloud to God our righteousness; shout for peace to God. 

We rise from the depths in mercy, grace, and justice. 

Sing aloud to God our hope; shout for love to God. 

Our hearts are steady and secure. Worship the Holy One! 

     

*Hymn                                 “Gather Us In”                                       please see insert 
Contributors: Marty Haugen © 1982, GIA Publications Inc. Copy purchased on August, 1, 2023 through FlexScores, Hymnary.org. Reprinted & 
Streamed with permission under One License #739919-A. All rights reserved 

Responsive Prayer for Illumination                     
God of Glory, we acknowledge your presence among us as we gather. You have knit us 
together as a community. In your kin-dom, the first will be last and the last will be first. 
We only exalt you yet you come near to us. Dwell in the praises we voice, in the hope to 
which we cling, and the love that persists. Reveal yourself to us, Great One, and we will 
declare and spread your goodness in the land of the living. Amen.    
     
Scripture                   Luke 14:1, 7-14                       Bill Harvey           

 
A Time for All God’s Children                    

*Hymn                      “Jesu, Jesu”            New Century Hymnal #498 
Contributor: Tom Calvin © 1969, arr. © 1982 by Hope Publishing Company. Streamed and Reprinted with permission under One License #739919-A. 

All rights reserved.  

Sermon                      “Open Table”            Rev. Abby Gackenheimer 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Call to Offering    

Offertory  
*Doxology     Pilgrim Hymnal #515     *[alternative words] 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him [God], all creatures here below 
Praise Him [God] above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father [Creator], Son [Christ], and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
God, we offer you these gifts, and pray that you would take this offering and turn it into 



ministry. Use these gifts to transform the world we live in to better reflect the home you 
have envisioned for us—a home of peace, a home built on the foundation of love. 
Gratefully we pray, amen.   

  

*Hymn                            “O for a World”                                  New Century Hymnal #575 
BWUCC given permission by Miriam Therese Winter to use for congregational worship. Words © 1987 Medical Mission Sisters.  

 
Benediction                               
Postlude       
 
 
 
Liturgy: Places of Honor: Service Prayers for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay, Minister for 

Worship and Theology for the United Church of Christ. 

 
 

 

 

 



 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


