
 

Sunday, October 26th, 2025 
The Sacrament of Baptism  

 
Prelude       
 
Introit                      “In the Lord Is My Joy”     by Margaret Rizza 

Contributors: Margaret Rizza. Tune: © 1998, Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Admin. and sub-published by GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1998, Kevin Mayhew Ltd. 

Admin. and sub-published by GIA Publications, Inc. Streamed with permission under One License #739919-A. All rights reserved.  
 
Welcome and Announcements              
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 8) 

O God, our God, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

From the mouths of children and the cries of creation, 

Your praise rises up, echoing your wonder. 

When we gaze at the heavens, the moon and the stars you have set in place, 

We are humbled – who are we that you are mindful of us? 

Yet you crown us with glory and honor, 

Calling us to care for your creation with love and reverence. 

Come, let us worship the God who made all things, 

Who made us stewards of this beautiful world, 

And who delights in our praise.  

 

*Hymn                         “Praise to the Living God”                          New Century Hymnal #8 
 Contributors: Curtis Beach © 1966, The Estate of Curtis Beach; © 1995, The Pilgrim Press. Reprinted and Streamed with permission under One License 
#739919-A. All rights reserved. 

          
Prayer for Illumination  
Spirit of Wisdom and Hope, we witness your glory in the heavens and hear your call 

to us. We are sometimes overwhelmed by the thought of your compassionate care. 

Open our hearts this day to hear and respond in joy to your call, that we may serve 

you faithfully all our days. Amen.  

 

Anthem     “Let There Be Peace On Earth”  by Sy Miller & Jill Jackson 
Contributors: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson. © 1955, 1983 Jan-Lee Music. Streamed with permission under One License #739919-A. All rights reserved. 

     

CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

Candidate: Sylvia Noelle Grize 

Parents: Kristofor and Koreen Grize 

Godparent: Marina Emelyn Grize 

 

Introduction                                 Rev. Abby Gackenheimer 
Following the tradition of Jesus who welcomed children into his community, we celebrate the 
presence of children within this community of faith…. 
 
QUESTIONS OF THE PARENTS AND GODPARENTS:  Rev. Abby Gackenheimer          
Pastor: Kris and Koreen, do you desire to have your child baptized into this Christian community? If 
so please say, “we do”. Parents: “we do” 



Pastor: Kris and Koreen and Marina, will you encourage this child to learn from the wisdom of the 
prophets; doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with her God? If so please say, “we will” 
All: “we will” 
Pastor: Kris and Koreen and Marina, will you be responsible for seeing that this child is brought up 
in the Christian faith, loving and serving her neighbors and understanding Jesus as a guide to how 
God would have us live? If so please say, “we will”.             All: “we will” 
Pastor: Kris and Koreen and Marina, will you teach this child to honor the faith questions that 
belong to her throughout her life? If so please say, “we will”.                   All: “we will” 
Pastor: Kris and Koreen and Marina, will you journey with this child to discover the wonder of God’s 
love made manifest here this day? If so please say, “we will”.        All: “we will” 
 
Congregational Assent                                                                       Alan Smith, Deacon 
Jesus calls us to welcome children into the full life of our community, opening our table and hearts to 
those most vulnerable, offering the wisdom of the ages to all who hunger for truth. Do you, who 
witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to this child being 
baptized as she lives and grows in this Christian community?    
Congregation: We promise our love support and care. 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
Do you believe in God the Source, the fountain of life? 
 I believe in God. 
Do you believe in Christ the Servant, embodied in Jesus of Nazareth and in the church? 
 I believe in Christ. 
Do you believe in the Spirit the Guide, the liberating wellspring of life? 
 I believe in the Spirit. 
 
Baptismal Prayer                              Rev. Abby Gackenheimer  
We thank you, God, for the gift of creation made known to us in water and word. Before the world had 
shape and form, your Spirit moved over the waters…. 
 
ACT OF BAPTISM                Rev. Abby Gackenheimer 
By what name will your child be called?   Sylvia Noelle Grize 
 
Prayer of Dedication:           Alan Smith, Deacon 
God of wonder and grace, we thank you for your love revealed here in this community, these parents, 
and this child come together making covenant promises. We pray that this community will have the 
grace to uphold the promises made here this day, providing a safe shelter of your love in which Sylvia 
may grow and play. We pray that Kris and Koreen may continue to feel the sweet wonder of your 
presence so transparent here today. We pray that Sylvia will bask in your love as she makes her own 
journey through this life. In your love we pray. Amen. 
 
Presentation of the Child              Rev. Abby Gackenheimer 
 
Hymn                       “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”                 New Century Hymnal #325 

Following the hymn, children and youth are welcome to leave for  

Sunday School over in the Friendship Hall 

 

Scripture                      Psalm 84                                                                     Jane Bernstein 

                                             

Sermon                              Rev. Abby Gackenheimer 
 



Music of Reflection 
 
Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Prayer Response                   “Hear Our Prayer” by H.W. Teasdale 
© public domain.    1907 W.H. Willis & Co 
 

Call to Offering    

Offertory  
*Doxology     Pilgrim Hymnal #515     *[alternative words] 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him [God], all creatures here below 
Praise Him [God] above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father [Creator], Son [Christ], and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
God, we offer you these gifts, and pray that you would take this offering and turn it into 
ministry. Use these gifts to transform the world we live in to better reflect the home you 
have envisioned for us—a home of peace, a home built on the foundation of love. 
Gratefully we pray, amen.   
 
Reaffirming Our Open and Affirming Covenant               ONA Committee 

See below for full covenant 
 

*Hymn                                 “All Are Welcome”   vs. 1, 4, 5                         please see insert                           
Contributor: Marty Haugen © 1994 by GIA Publications, Inc. Streamed and Reprinted with permission under One License #739919-A. All rights 

reserved.  

 
Benediction 

Benediction Response        “Till We Gather Again” by Stephen F. Key 
Contributors: Stephen F. Key © 2001 StepKey Music. Streamed with permission under One License #739919-A. All rights reserved 

 

Postlude       

 
 
 

 
 

Baptism Liturgy: adapted from the UCC Book of Worship 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

The Bridgewater, CT Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ 

Open and Affirming Covenant Statement 
 

“I give you a new commandment: love each other. Just as I have loved you,  
so you also must love each other” John 13:34 

 

We are all ONE. We celebrate everyone and affirm that every individual is a Beloved 

Child of God including people of all ages, shapes, races, cultures, sexual orientations, 

gender identities and expressions, family configurations, economic circumstances, 

physical, cognitive or emotional abilities, education, and spiritual and religious 

traditions.   We cannot and will not be separated by our differences, we celebrate our 

similarities. 

We were created as diverse pieces of the amazing puzzle of Life.  With any one piece 

missing the puzzle would not be whole.   Each of us is an essential element in the 

overall design.   Each of us has been crafted by our Creator for different purposes.  

Together, as a whole, we work to bring God’s Beauty, Peace, Justice and Healing into 

the world. 

We, the members of The Bridgewater Congregational church, United Church of Christ, 

Bridgewater, Ct welcome ALL into our midst.   We invite and welcome people of all 

ages to share in the full life and leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, 

responsibilities and blessings of participation in our congregation. We recognize that 

there are differences among us, and believe that we can love alike even though we 

may not think alike.  We understand that our purpose is to love ALL of God’s People 

and Creation itself.  

We are an Open and Affirming community. 

Respectfully Submitted,                                                                                                                                                       

Chris Smith, Alan Smith, Pamela Hochstetter, Jeanne Paparazzo, Rev. Abby 

Gackenheime 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


