Sunday, September 27+, 2026
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Introit “Lift Your Light” by Mary McDonald

Call to Worship

Blessed be the name of God, from this time forth and for evermore.

From the rising of the sun to its setting we praise the name of God.

It is good to give thanks to God, to sing praises to the One most high.

We declare your steadfast love in the morning and your faithfulness by
night.

*Hymn “Oh How Glorious, Full of Wonder” NCH #558

Prayer for Illumination

All knowing God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and
from whom no secrets are hid, we know that we have

disobeyed your law. We have not loved you or our neighbors as we should.
Open our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit. Lead us to find joy in
our giving so that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anthem “Walking in Sunlight” by Mary McDonald
Scripture 2 Corinthians 9:1-8

*Hymn “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” NCH #565
Sermon How Hilarious Do We Want to Be Rev. Bonnie Bardot

Music of Reflection

Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response “May the Peace of God” by K. Lee Scott



Call to Offering
Offertory
*Doxology Pilgrim Hymnal #515 *[alternative words]
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him [God], all creatures here below
Praise Him [God] above, ye heavenly host
Praise Father [Creator], Son [Christ], and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Unison Prayer of Dedication

With joy we offer these gifts, and pray, God, that you take this offering and
turn it into ministry. Use these gifts to transform us and the world we live in
to better reflect the home you have envisioned for us—a home of peace, a
home built on the foundation of love. Gratefully we pray. Amen.

*Hymn “Christian, Rise and Act Your Creed” NCH #537
Benediction
Benediction Response “0 Lord, Seek Us” by K. Lee. Scott

Postlude



O How Glorious, Full of Wonder

STEWARDSHIP AND CREATION

558

Curtis Beach, 1958, rev. 1980; alt. Ps. 8
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1 O how glo-rious, full of won-der is yourname o’er all the earth,
2 When we see your lights of heav-en, moon and stars, your power dis - played,
3 You haveset us in com-mu-nion with the won-ders of your hand,
4 O how won-drous, O howglo-rious is  your name in ev - ery land,
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God, who wroughtcre - a - tion’s splen-dor, bring - ing suns and  stars to  birth!
Who are we that you should love us, crea - turesthat your hand has made?
Made us fly with ea - gle pin-ion, pil - grims 0 - ver sea and land.
God, whosepur - poseshines be - fore us toward the goal thai you haveplanned!
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Rapt in rev-erence we a-dore you, mar - veling at your mys-tic  ways.
Born of earth,yet full of yeamn-ing, mix - ture strange of good and ill,
Soar-ing spire and .ru-inedcit - y, these our hopes and fail-ures show.
Yours the will our hearts are seek-ing, con - scious of our hu-man need.
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Hum-bly now we bow be - fore you, lift-ing up our hearts in praise.
From your waysso  of - ten tum-ing, yet yourlove does seek us still.
Teach us moreof hu-man pit - y, that we in your im - age grow.
Spir - it In our spir-it speak-ing, make us yours, O God, in - deed.
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United Church of Christ minister Curtis Beach submitted this Tune: IN BABILONE 8.7.8.7.D.
hymn lo the editorial committee of the Pilgrim Hymnal (1958). It Traditional Dutch melody
was one of two psalm paraphrases by Beach to be accepted. The Arr. Julius Réntgen, c. 1906

hymn was also included in The Hymnal of the United Church

of Christ (1974).

Alternate tune: HYMN TO JOY



STEWARDSHIP AND CREATION
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God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

Robert L. Edwards, 1961, alt.
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1 God, whose giv - ing  knowsno end - ing, from your rich and

7 Skills and time are ours for serv - ing, that your will on

3 Trea- sure, too, you have en - trust - ed, gain through powers your

4 Lend your joy to all our giv - ing, let it light our
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end - less store,

Na-ture’s won-der,

Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost - ly cross, grave’s

earth be done:

grace con-ferred,

pil - grimway;

All

Ours to
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use for home and kin-dred, and 1o spread the
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shat - tered door: Gift - ed by you, we turn o you
Church made one. Now di - rect our dai - ly la - bor,
gos - pel Word. O - pen wide our hands in shar - ing
gen - erous day. Then when years on earth are o - ver,
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of - fering up our - selves  in praise; Thank - ful song shall
lest we strive  for  self a - lone; born  with tal - ents,
as we heed Christ’s age - less call, Heal - ing, teach - ing,
and we’'ve lived our hu - man span, God, ful - fill be -
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Robert L. Edwards, an ordained United Church of Christ minister,
has served several churches in Connecticut. He wrote this text for a
competition of The Hymn Society, and it was subsequenily
published in Ten New Stewardship Hymns in 1961.

Words Copyright © 1961, renewal 1989 by The Hymn Society

Tune:

AUSTRIAN HYMN 8.7.8.7.D.
Franz Joseph Haydn, 1797
Alternate tune: HYFRYDOL



Christian, Rise and ActY

Francis Albert Rollo Russell, 1893: alt.
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I Chris - tian, rise and act your creed; let your
2 Hearts a - round you sink with care; you can
3 Of - fer oth - ers  hope and joy, and God’s
4 Come then, law di - vine, and reign: faith that
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prayer be in your  deed; Seek the right, per - form the
help their load to bear,  You can bring in - spir - ing
wor - ship  your em - ploy, Giv - ing thanks in hum - ble
doubt as - sails in vain, Per - fect love be - reft of
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true, raise your work and life a - new.
light, strength - en them to do the right.
zeal, learn - ing all God’s  will to feel.
fear, born in heaven and ra - diant here.
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Francis Albert Rollo Russell was a writer on scientific subjects Tune: INNOCENTS 7.7.7.7.

and a Fellow of the Royal Meteorological Society. This h Y
was first published in the Pilgrim Hymnal (1904). The tune
originated with a text used for the Feast of the Holy Innocents.

The Parish Choir, /850



